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will discuss her book “The
Nature Fix” at Pingree
School in a free presentation
on Thursday, April 19.
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Second calling for
Andover artist
Drinon accepted into Copley Society
By Judy Wakefield
jwakefield@eagletribune.com
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“I wanted people whose
art combined not just East
and West, but past and
present ... (merging) historical and traditional techniques with contemporary
thinking and subjects,” said
Allison Kemmerer, curator
of the Addison show.
The Addison show presents four artists — two
female and two male —
each with a room devoted to
See CONVERGENCE, Page 12

Andover artist David Drinon has joined the select class
of new members of the Copley Society of Art in Boston.
Drinon is among 22 artists admitted into the society,
considered the oldest nonprofit art association in the
United States, with a history dating back to 1879.
The society
represents
over 400 living
artist members, ranging
in experience
from students
to nationally
recognized artists and in style
from traditional
and academic
realists to
contemporary
and abstract
painters, photographers and
sculptors.
Drinon calls
Courtesy image
himself a combination plein-air “First Snow, Lowell, Mass.,” a painting by
artist and studio David Drinon.
painter who left
behind a lucrative career in finance in 2014 to pursue his
creative side.
“I do not think of myself as retired, but simply pursuing a second career,” he said.
Drinon enjoys painting outdoors in all seasons, often
setting up an easel on location around Cape Ann; along
the coast of Maine; in Boston and Lowell, where he works
out of a space at Western Ave. Studios; as well as in the
Berkshires and the White Mountains and on Cape Cod.
He paints outdoors throughout the winter, too,
See DRINON, Page 12
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film and a Coca-Cola spot in
his eclectic career.
Films about U.S. military
The Eagle-Tribune
operations
in Iraq and
Afghanistan have a somewhat dicey track record.

Hemsworth.
Only slightly camouflaged behind a modern
01/25/2018
haircut and some manicured stubble, Hemsworth
is Capt. Mitch Nelson, who

Before that happens, how- rote.)
ever, we must sit through
It’s when the men get to
another obligatory farewell- the Middle East that the
Copy
Reduced
to 77% fromfilm
original
to fit
letter
page
to-the-families
sequence
becomes
truly
gripping,
to remind us that many
thanks to an ominous score;
of these guys have wives
a hair-raising helicopter

ing mission is engaging
throughout.
What separates “12
Strong” from the pack,
however, is its ability to
introduce and stay with

Bros. Pictures release, is
rated R by the Motion Picture Association of America
Page
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for war violence
and
language throughout. Running
time: 130 minutes.

DRINON

at Andover Gallery Frame
Shop on Park Street.
Two of Drinon’s paintings
 Continued from Page 11 are currently on display at
the Copley Society in a show
spending a week every
featuring the work of new
February with his paints
members.
in Sugar Hill, New Hamp“I was thrilled to be
shire, within the White
accepted into the Copley,”
Mountains.
Drinon said. “It will provide
Drinon’s work has been
me an opportunity to exhibit
featured around the region, my work in the heart of
including at the Whistler
Boston on Newbury Street
House Museum of Art in
along with some of the best
Lowell and at the Andover
artists in the country.”
Historical Society, where
The Copley Society’s
he was part of the recent
New Members Show 2018
“Places” exhibit showcasing continues through Feb. 22
work inspired by his home- in the Upper Gallery at
town. A juried member art- 158 Newbury St., Boston.
“Winter’s Gift,” an oil painting by David Drinon.
ist of the North Shore Arts
Visit copleysociety.org or
Association in Gloucester,
call 617-536-5049 for more
his work can be seen locally information.

GREENBELT

that protect the soil.
“Most standard farming
practices are damaging
to soil, even in organic
systems, because organic
(farming) uses a lot of
tillage,” Pershouse said.
“Something called soil
health principles have been
developed by a variety of
people, and those are principles that can be applied in
any landscape, and they are
based on how nature forms
this soil.”

Tilling breaks down soil
structure that is maintained
by the roots of plants and
created by the activities of
animals, Pershouse said.
Structured soil works like
a sponge to retain water,
whereas most of the rain
that falls on loose, ploughed
soil runs off, flooding rivers and lakes, while also
eroding the soil it hits.
Pershouse will discuss ways
for farmers to grow their
crops without causing these

problems, while also protecting roads and houses.
“When we don’t have soil
sponges, we’re setting ourselves up to destroy humanmade infrastructure,” she
said. “We need to start
thinking of the soil sponge,
or the soil carbon sponge as
basic infrastructure for life
on land.”
Two events in the series
will focus on beekeeping, starting with the film
“More Than Honey” on
Thursday, March 22, which
is being screened at HC
Media in Haverhill. “More
Than Honey” looks at bee
colonies that pollinate the
plants that grow our food,
but are dying at a troublesome rate.
There will also be a presentation at HC Media on
“The Buzz About Bees” on
Saturday, April 7, which will
be hosted by Anita Deeley
of Beverly Bees.
“I give people information all about bees — the
life cycle of honeybees, how
important honeybees are as
pollinators, how they make
honey and different products, how beeswax looks in
the hive, and how to make
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In his native land, Ji
that marks milestones in a
trained in the Communist
woman’s life.
nation’s social realism

the “Move of the Village
Wen.” It depicts the forced
migration of a fictional Chinese hamlet.
Ji’s art combines traditional Chinese landscape
painting with concerns
about disruptive changes to
rural life resulting from the
rapid industrialization of
his native land, Kemmerer
said.
Another Chinese-born
artist whose work reflects
convergence themes is Fred
H. C. Liang. He’s interested
in how ideas change as they
move elsewhere.
His work includes cut
paper pieces and porcelain
Buddhas. Handcrafted
white porcelain Buddhas
have been fragmented in at
least one display.
One of his cut papers is of
a white Pekingese dog. Its

In 1861, a Pekingese dog
was stolen from a Chinese
empress by British soldiers
and presented to England’s
Queen Victoria, Kemmerer
said.
The breed subsequently
made fashionable pets in
the West .but lost their
imperial status.
Liang is an art professor
at MassArt, the Massachusetts School of Art and
Design in Boston.
Paintings by a former
student of his are hanging 6
miles away in Lawrence in
the “Metamorphic Desire”
at Essex Art Center.
The student, Yo Ahn Han,
30, who earned a Master of
Fine Art from MassArt in
2014, is originally from the
Republic of Korea.
His paintings invite close
inspection and contempla-
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Tonight’s screening, which
is already at capacity, will
be followed by two events
each in February, March
and April.
The film and lecture
series started in the summer of 2014, when all the
events were held in the barn
at the Cox Reservation in
Essex, but this year Greenbelt will host sessions at
other sites in Essex County,
including in Haverhill and
Newburyport.
“We’re really trying to
engage new communities,”
Williamson said.
The two screenings of
“Tomorrow” will be at the
Cox Reservation, where
a workshop on “Climate,
Water, Soil and Hope” will
also be held will on Saturday, Feb. 3.
Led by Didi Pershouse
of Vermont, who was one
of five people invited to
address the United Nations
last year on World Soil
Day, Dec. 5, the event will
explore farming methods

CONVERGENCE
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Iraq War veteran Calvin Riggelman of West Virginia is one of
the young farmers profiled in “Farmers for America,” a film
about the future of farming that will screen at the Firehouse
Center for the Arts in Newburyport on Wednesday, March 28.
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“Beacon Marine Basin,” one of Drinon’s seascapes.

products from wax,” Deeley
said.
She said she will talk
about ways that people can
help these insects thrive,
and also plans to show the
group some propolis, a
sticky substance that bees
gather from trees, which
contributes to the immunity
of individual bees and to the
whole hive.
“They’re like perfect little
botanists — they know
which plants and flowers to
go to for this sort of thing,”
she said.
A film about the future
of farming, “Farmers for
America,” will be screened
Wednesday, March 28, at
the Firehouse Center for
the Arts in Newburyport.
The event will include a
visit by young farmers from
Cedar Rock Gardens in
Gloucester and Alprilla
Farm in Essex.
“The (average) age of the
farmer in Massachusetts
today is over 60 years old,”
Williamson said. “What is
the plan to connect young
people who are interested
in farming to farmland?
Properties have no succession plan. What do these

young farmers look like?
What do they need to be
successful?”
The film and lecture
series will also feature presentations by two authors,
including Hannah Kimberley of Gloucester, who will
visit the Cox Reservation
on Thursday, Feb. 15, to
discuss “A Woman’s Place
Is at the Top,” her biography of suffragette and
mountain climber Annie
Smith Peck.
Hamilton author Florence Williams will close
out the series on Thursday, April 19, with a talk
on her book “The Nature
Fix.” The book explains
why immersion in nature
is good for our health and
well-being. Greenbelt
is renting out a hall at
Pingree to handle the large
crowd that is expected for
this event.
“Florence Williams is
a very accomplished and
recognized writer about
the outdoors,” Williamson
said. “This book is her latest
work and it’s really about
the science behind how
nature is good for your body
and soul and mind.”

themselves,” Han said.
He has journeyed far, not
just in physical miles.
Two touchstones for him
have been the pain he has
experienced as a result of
the vascular malformations
in his brain, a condition he
was born with, and coming
to terms with his sexuality
— he is gay.
Tradition holds sway in
his family and talking about
sexuality is a taboo.
Han studied art in Korea
as a youth, but his artistic
vision grew with his pursuits in the U.S.
Here, he rediscovered
his childhood interest in
Korean myth. His travels,
like artists in the “Convergence” show, have fed
artistic exploration and
discovery.
Kemmerer said the

March 11.
“Threading Light”
shows paintings by Mark
Tobey, a major 20thcentury American artist
whose work is oriented to
Western and Eastern art
traditions.
“We wanted to complement it (Tobey’s show) with
a contemporary look at the
East/West convergence,”
Kemmerer said.
“Convergence” presents
a provocative and illuminative mix, something to
appeal to all people, Kemmerer says.
“It makes you think about
not just other cultures, but
your own,” she said.
Also opening at the AddisonPowered
— on Friday
— is a sumi
by TECNAVIA
ink wall mural, presented
by Sarah Rara and Luke
Fischbeck.

